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GIANT’S FIGURE NEAR CERNE, 


=—_== 
Mr. Epiror, 
; AS the pages of your agreeable weekly vehicle of enter- 
ainment are sometimes appropriated to topographical 
~ sketches, or local extracts, amongst its other varieties, (like the 


“kK, § billof fare of a Parisian restaurateur, suited to every palate,) 








Isubmit to your notice a singular subject, in a neighbouring 
county, (Dorset,) which I do not recollect seeing any where 

iteated with the attention it seems to descrve. So little is it 
known, indeed, that many natives of the county have scarcely 
heard of its existence, and still more, have never seenit, though, 
perhaps, within an easy distance. [ allude to that extraordi- 
nary figure on I'rendle Hill, near the town of Cerne, or Cerne 
Abbas, Tyingi :avalley,a littl outof the turnpike- soni fiom this 
city and Bth,to W eymouth,and near the midway bei ween Sher 
borne and Dorcheste *r. Some years since | spent a few days 
within its neighbourhood, and during wy stay I visited the spot 
several times, aud took the dimensions hereinafter stated as ace 
curately as I could, and with no sm: ill degree of personal fa- 
ligue. Of this latter attendant, however, I thought little, te- 
gretting only the causes which prevented my having access to 
aclue of information that might have gratified the man of en. 
quiry, whereas what I have now to offer will only elicit the 
Vol, 55. 05 smile, 

































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


and feed the transient curiosity of a general and en passant 
reader. 

{ shali preface my measurement with a short account, as | 
find it ready to my hand from the pens of Messrs. Britton and 
Brayley, (see “ Beauties of England and Wales,” Vol. 4) 
with slight alterations. “ From the town of Cerne, or Cerne 
Abbas, which derives its naute from the river Cerne, by which 
it is watered, there ascends an immense chalk hill, terminated 
by a mountainous prominence, and crowned by a very large 
oblong entrenchment, called Trendle Hill, on the declivity of 
which may be traced a gigantic figure, cut in the chaik, in the 
manner of the famous White Horse, (1) in Berkshire, though 
whether of a similar antiquity is doubtful. It represents a 
man holding a club in his mght hand, and extending the other, 
The whole figure is about 180 feet high, with the members of 
a proportionable magnitude. Vulgar tradition makes this figure 
comimemorate the destruction of a giant, who, having feasted 
on some sheep in Blackmoor, and laid himself to sleep on this 
hill, was pinioned down, like another Gulliver, and killed by 
the enraged peasants on the spot, who immediately traced his 
dimensions, for the information of posterity. If this story be 
ridiculous, itis littke more so than the conjectures of some an- 
tiquaries concerning the origin of the figure, (2) which, after all, 
may have been merely the amusement of idleness, though most 
probably in a remote age. It is occasionally repaired by the 
luwnspeople.” On the head, immediately springing froin the 
forehead, is a tongue, or spear-bead-like projection, perhaps a 
horn, which | forgot to measure, 

A few words more, and [ shall close. The hero or deity of 
remote times, Hercules, of which some suppose this a resem- 
blance, was occasionally represented as horned. Divine ho- 
nours were paid him by that enterprising and commercial peo- 
ple, the Phoenicians, who, it is generaily allowed, visited Briain 
Jong before its conquest by the Romans. Hartlend-point, 
(Devon,) stiled by very old writers, Promontorium Herculis, 
is suid, by the learned, to be so named to his honour. Other 


pacts of Europe bear bis appellation ; and if the western shores 


of our island were known to those early navigators, is it very 
absurd to suppose that they might have landed in Dorset, aud 
also have left, according to frequent custom, a remembrance 
of their visit and their worship, on Trendie Hili? Noone will 
pronounce the thing impossible, till their assertion can be sup- 
ported by proof. 

lercules was also denoted by, and worshipped uader, the 


appropriate symbols or attributes of strength and procreation, 
‘ ’ - . 
beth which are visibly inten led by the Club and ihe Li igam. 


A acre idle amusement | cannot think weuld have taken ihe 
; aol . ! ; . 
pains becessary for such an ample delineation, os have chosea 


such 
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gch a situation for its display. The worship was once preva- 
kot,and depraved nature rendered it alluring: (3) the place was 
iting, retired in itself, yet affording in the valley, and on the 
apposite elevation, a sufficient space for its zealous votaries 10 
jehold the object of their blind idolatry, and to assist in the 
giebration and participation of its accustomed rites. 

i now subjoin the promised dimensions of this stupendons 


fgure, and ain 


Bristol. 


Circumference of the head, 


Ditto 


Length of eye-brows, 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


sreadth of 
Over the shoulders, out to out, 


Across the 
Ditto 


Length of ribs, (six in number,) 
Breadth of 


Ditto 


Your constant reader, and well-wisher, 


the eyes, 


hose, = 
mouth, 
chin, - 
face, - 
ditto, 


breast, 


belly, - 


ditto, 


thighs, 
Length of ditto to the knee, 
Ditto of leg to the ancle, 


Across the calf of the leg, 


Ditto 


Length of the foot, 


small 


ditto, 


Length of arm to elbow, - 


Ditto 


trom elbow to the wrist, 


Across the wrist, - 


Length of left hand, (open,) 
Breadth of 
Length of middle finger, 
Breadth of 
Length of the club, 
ditto at the top, 
at largest knot, 
at middle ditto, 
at sinallest ditto, 
at the bottom, 
Length of the entire figure, 
Elevation of the club above the head, 
The length of surface occupied on the hill 


Breadth of 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


ditto, 


ditto, 


fet, and the breadth is something less, 


652 


oo PF. 
Ft. In. 
60 0 

$ 3S 
3.9 
6 O 
3.9 
3 @ 
09 9 
ls oO 
48 3 
41 0 
37 6 
iY 6 
2 0 
21 @O 
389 6 
46 $ 
Q $3 
4 0 
18 9 
42 0 
3 6) 
4 6 
IS) O 
9 O 
4 6 
; 6 
123 O 
12 0 
Zi $ 
17 6 
12 9 
14 O 
177 6 
$ 6 


is more than 290 


Many 
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Many years since some marks or characters were to be seen 
cut between the extended legs, which were thought by some 
to be Hebrew letters, and by others numerals for a date, 
Whatever conjectures they might have given birth to when jg 
existence, no new light can now be gained. I tried for some 
time, with the assistance of a friend, to trace them, but they 
were too much obliterated. 


(1) This figoreon Trendle Hill is cut inastrong outline, abou 
six inches in width, and as many deep, and is filled with chalk 
rubble; and when viewed from the hill on the opposite side of 
the valley, exhibits an appearance of the human figure on the 
turf, sunilar to the representations in outlined prints, or draw. 
ing-books. The White Horse is (as I am told,) the resem. 
blance of that animal, with the intermediate greensward te 
moved. 

(2) Is it not rather singular that these authors, being ’stiled 
antiquaries themselves, should treat their brethren so uneivilly 
as in this sweeping assertion they appear to do? The Rev. G, 
S. Faber, well known by his prophetical and mythological 
works, evidently thought differently on the subject. In the 
** Mysteries of the Cabiri,” (2 vols. 8vo.) he speaks of a simi- 
lar figure to that I am now treating of, as existing in India, 
near a town of a like name, Cerne, from Cerne-el, the horned 
god; the figure evidently imparting his name to the place. If 
this be correct, it certainly gives our Herculean giant or 
gigeotic Hercules a much greater antiquity than our modem 
tupographical writers are willing to allow it. The travels of 
your newsmen, Mr. Editor, do not reach so far north as Dur 
ham, or I might entertain a hope, if that reverend and learned 
gentleman couid see this imperfect account, he would feel asa- 
tisfaction in amending its deficiency, and in rescuing from ob- 
livion, by his own weighty illustration, a relique of past ages 
that must be deemed, at least, a curiosity. 

(3) Classic authors make frequent mention of these mysteries, 
and the objects themselves are still extant in various places, and 
in splendid publications. Scripture, also, is not silent on the 
abominations of the heathen through successive ages. And, 
in India, the late Rev. Dr. Claudius Buchanan, and other re 
spectable authorities, assure us that the worskip of the Lingam 
is in the present day most awfully prevalent and public in the 
extensive and populous country of Hindostan, wiih all its dix 
gusting impurities! 





Loss of the Arniston Transport. 


Narrative taken from the surviving crew relative to the 
loss of the Arniston transport, wrecked near Cape Lae 
gullas, on the evening of the 30th of May, 1815 :— 
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Charles Stewart Scoit, late carpenters mate of the Arniston 
tansport, and others, assert to the best of their knowledge, 
that she sailed from Point de Gall, on or about the 4:b of 
April, under convoy of his majesty’s ship Africaine, and Victor 
brig, with six [ndiamen ; about the 26iu of May parted come 
pany frou the convoy, owing io stiess of weather; having 
blown away mest of her sails, others were then bent; but the 
weather continued very squally, with a heavy sea. On the 
qth, about seven a.m. the land was discovered right a-head, 
beating about N. by W.a long disiance off, the wind thea 
§S.E; about baif-past four, p.m. still blowing very strong, 
hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, under a close-reefed 
maintop-sail, and stoud on “ullbali-pastiwo, a m. oa the 30ih; 
then supposing the land was uear T ble Bay, the bands were 
ured up, bore up, steering N. W. and set the foresail, ins 
ending to run fur St. Helena; continued on ’till ten, a m, 
when the laud was discovered ne rly a-head; turned the 
hands up, and hauled the ship close to the wind on the larboard 
tack, stil blowing very hard, made ali sail, having topsails and 
courses set, stood on ‘tll near noon, wheu breakers were discos 
vered on the lee-bow, wore ship, and hauled to the wind on the 
other tack, stuod oa ‘tll two p.m. then wore and hauled to 
the wind on the larboard tack, continuing on ‘tll near four 
clock, when breakers were seen, which proved Lagullas Reef, 
which we could not weatiier on either ta: k, boing completely eine 
bayed: clewed up the sails, and cut away three anchors; the 
two bower cables parted shortly after, when Lieutenant Brice, 
agent for transports, recommeaded the captain to cut the sheet 
cable, and run the ship ashore, the only chance of saving the peoe 
ple’slives; the cable was then cut, and the ship put before the wind, 
andin about eight minutesafier,she struck forward, the ship heele 
ingto Windward ; cutaway the guns in order to heel her the other 
way, Which could not be effected, and the sea made a fair range 
over us fore and aft, when death in a horrid shape was presented 
tuour view ; Lut the hearts of British seamen are seldom daunted; 
and we had recourse to making rafis with all the spars we 
could wuster; butso tremendous was the raging element, that 
neither boat nor raft could possibly have lived a minute. 

In this dreadful predicament we continued but a short time 
—(the darkness of night fast approaching, to add to the hore 
ror of the scene)—ere our ship parted by the gangway, and 
her lower deck was blown up. We had a number of invalids 
on board as well as women and children, the latter coming to 
Enzland for education, whose dreadful screams would have 
agonised the most obdurate heart; many of whom having 
kept below, were killed by the falling in of the deck. Nothing 
was now left but the forecastle, which was crowded. with per- 

sons 
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sons of all ranks, sexes and ages, without distinction, the num 
ber originally on board being 350. I then, with several others, 
got on the bowsprit, from which, however, a wave soon washed 
us; when [ caught hold of a rope, and lashed myself to jt 
again, having stripped myself to my shirt and waistcoat, to be 
ready for the nextsea. In about ten minutes, however, I was 
washed off again ; when, by the aid of a plank, [ put off for 
the shore, distant two miles; it being then ten o'clock, and the 
night involved in pitchy darkness ; yet, thanks to the Almighty 
Governor of the Universe, [ reached it in safety. I then 
made my way up a sand-hill, and foucd a shelter under a bush 
from the piercing cold; but sleep refused its salutary aid, and 
Llexperienced the most dreadful inconvenience from the quan- 
tity of salt-water [ had swallowed. In the moruing I was 
cheered by the voices of two of my ship mates, and endea- 
voured to go down to them ; but my legs refused their office, 
and [ crawled forward to them on my hands and knees. 

Of the whole crew, consisting of near 350, only five, besides 
myself, reached the shore with great difficulty upon planks, 
being much bruised by the wreck and sarf, which was very 
high. At day-light the next morning the stern post was the 
only part of the ship to be seen ; the beach was covered with 
wreck, stores, &c. and a nuinber of dead bodies (which were 
buried by the survivors), and among whom were Lord and 
Lady Molesworth, the agent, and captain, with some children, 
On the next day, the first of June, considering ourselves to the 
westward of Cape Point, it was agreed to coast the beach to 
the eastward, which we continued to do for four days anda 
half, subsisting on shell fish from off the rocks: but fearing 
we had taken a wrong direction, it was agreed to return to the 
wreck, and we accomplished it in three days and a half, where 
we remained six days, subsisting chiefly on a cask of oatmeal 
which had been driven on shore; by drying it in the sun we 
experienced yrest relief from it. The pinnace had been 
driven on shore bilged, which we proposed to repair in the best 
manner circumstaaces would allow, and endeavour to coast 
aloug shore ; at that time, the 14th of June, being at work on 
the boat, we were fortunately discovered by a farmer’s son, 
John Swarts, who was out shooting, and humanely carried by 
him to his fa:her’s house, where we remained with every com- 
sort he could afford us, for a week ; and then set off for Cape 
Town, where we arrived o1 Monday evening the 26th of June, 

Before we left the country we were informed that 331 bodies, 
thrown on shore, bad been interred near the beach. 

(Sizned) C. SLEWART, SCOTT, and Party. 

This declaration was made before me at Cape Town, the 
27th day of J une, 1315, of which ths ts atrue copy. 

(Signed) J. MERES, Lieut, R. N. and A. T. 
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{list of Officers and Passengers, as far as can be collected from 
the Survivors, who perished un board the Arniston Transport, on 
the 30th of May, 1815 :— 


cREW SAVED.—Charles Stewart Scott, carpenter’s mate; 
Phillip Shea, Villiam Drammond, William F:sh, Thomas 
Yansfield, and John Lewis, seamen. 

cREW DROWNED.—Lieutenant Brice, R. N. agent ; Cap- 
gin G. Sumpson ; Ist mate, Thomas Hall; 2d ditto, William 
Young; Sd ditto, ——Gibbs; 4'b ditto, Robinson ; 
Dr. Gunton ; boatswain, J. Barret; carpenter, John Finley ; 
gunner, T. Gowan. 

PASSENGERS DROWNED.—Lord and Lady Molesworth, 
tih a boy about 7 years old, under their care, 

Four children, boys, belonging to an officer of the 7Sd re- 
iment at Columbo. 

Captain Stoddart, royal Scots. 

Mis. James, with two children, belonging to Point de Gall. 
Mrs. Taylor, an officer’s widow. 

Miss Twissleton, daughter of the clergyman at Columbo. 
Mr. Go:don, and his son, about five years old, ordnance 
tore-keeper. 

Lieutenant Callender, 19th regiment. 

Invalids from the 19th, 224, 56th, 69th, 84th, and royal 
kos, and near 100 seamen from the different men of war 
nladia, with 14 women, inclading passengers, and 25 chil- 
ten—in the whole about 350 people. 

N.B. Captain Whyms, of the 19th regiment, died on 


board about six weeks after leaving Ceylon. 


=] 








Historical Anecdotes of the Deer. 


RIGINALLY, the beasts of chace had the whole of our 
island for their range; they kaew no other limits than 
hose of the ocean, nor contessed any particular master. Bat 
then the Saxons had established themselves in the Heptarchy, 
ley were reserved by each sovereign tor bis own particular di- 
tersion. As, however, the Saxon kings appro} riated those 
ands only to the use of forests which were unoecupted, no ine 
Widual Sustained injury thereby; but when the conquest had 
Wtiled the Norman line on the throne, this passion for the 
ace was carried to an excess, which involved every eivil 
ight in a general ruin; mt superseded the consideration of re- 
gion even in a supersti ious age; village communtiies, nay, 
ttnthe most sacred edinces, were turaed into on: vast waste, 
bwake room for animals. The New Forest in Hampshire is 
W Lite an instance to be dwelt upon; sanguinary laws were 
Q cnacted 
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enacted to preserve the game, and in the reigns of William 
Rufus and Henry L. it was less criminal to destroy one of the 
human species than a beast of chace. Thus it continued 
while the Norman line filled the throne ; bet when the Saxon 
line was restored under Henry II. the rigour of the forest lay 
was softened. 

When our barons began to form a power, they claimed 
vast, but a more limited tract, for a diversion, of which the 
English were always fond. They were very jealous of any en 
croachments on their respective bounds, which were often the 
cause of deadly feuds: such an one gave cause to the fatal 
day of chevy chace, a fact, which, though recorded only ing 
ballad, may, from what we know of the manners of the times, 
be founded on truth; not that it was attended with all the cir. 
cumstances the author of that natural; but heroic composition, 
hath given it, foron that day neither a Percy or a Douglas 
fell: here the poet seems to have claimed his privilege, and 
mixed with the fray some of the events of the battle of Otter. 
bourg. 

When property became happily more divided by the relax 
ation of the feudal tenures, the extensive hunting-grounds be- 
came more limited ; and as tillage and husbandry increased, 
the beasts of chace were obliged to give way to others more 
useful to the community. The vast tracts of land before dedi- 
cated to hunting, were then contracted, and, tu proportion as 
the useful arts gained ground, eiier lost their orginal destina- 
tion, or gave rise tothe invention of parks. ‘The largest park 
in England, about the year 1780, was that belonging to the 
duke of Ancaster, at Grimsthorpe, in Lincolnshire, which, it 
is said, contained vot less than six thousand head of fallow 
deer, and is continually enlarging. Betore the Reformation, 
our prvlates seem to have guarded sufficiently against the want 
of this amusement, the sce of Norwich, iu particular, being 
possessed) about that time of 15 parks. 

It was customary to salt venison for preservation, like other 
meat. Rymer preserves a warrant of Edward ILL. ordering 
sixty deer to be killed for that purpose. 

Formerly the great Highland chieftains used to hunt with 
the magnificence of an eastern monarch, assembling four ot 
five thousand of their clan, who drove the deer into the toils, 
or to the stations where their lairds had placed themselves ; 
but as this pretence was freq rently used by them to collect 
their vassals for rebellious purposes, au act was passed prob 
biting such assemblies. 

Tie stags of Lreland, during its uncultivated state, and 
while it remained au almost boundless tract of forest, had ai 
exact agreement in habit with those which range at present 
through the wilds of America. They were less in body, bat 
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very fat; and their horns of a size far superior to those of 
furope, but iv form agreed in all points. 

We have in England two varieues of fallow deer, which are 

gid to be of foreign origin; the beautiful spotted kind, and 
ihe very deep brown sort. These were introduced here by 
King James I. out of Norway, where he passed some time 
shen he visited his intended bride, Anne of Denmark. No 
country produces the fallow deer in numbers equal to England, 
la France they are scarcely known, but are sometimes found 
inthe north of Europe. In Spain they are extremely large. 
They are met with in Greece, the Holy Land, and in China; 
but inevery country except our own are in a state of nature, 
unconfined by man. They are not natives of America, for the 
deer known in our colonies by that naine are a distinct species, 
asort of stag. 
There is an instance in Giraldus Cambrensis, of a countess of 
Chester, who kept milch hinds, and made cheese of iheir 
nilk, some of which she presented to Archbishop Baldwin, in 
hisitinerary through Wales, in the ycar 1188. 





BRITISH SOLDIER’S LETTER. 


HE following letter, written. by a British soldier, who 
knew more of fighting than writing, is a verbatim and 
iteratin copy. The epistle may be relied on as genuine. 


“ Paris, in Franee, 5th September, 1815. 
« Dear Mother and Sister, 


“ | have taken the opportunity of writing these lines to 
jou hoping it will find you in good health as it now leaves me 
at this presant thank be to God for it, | am very sorrey | did 
not anser your Letters as | had not opportnnity for we was 
tery busy fighting the french along time every day in the 
Mountains in Spain and L always had good luck til one day [ 
reevd two Balls one hitt me right on my brest plate and 
knocked me downe and as soon as | got my wind agen | fired 
about ten rounds more and then another hitt me through my 
hip which was bad along time and one came through my 
Haversack and anoiber throw my trowsers and shirt and that 
same night was very wet and no fires could be lichied and it 
was verry cold ou the Mountains but the Dockter was very 
good to me, and afier that we drove the french into their own 
Country and made them beg for peace and then we went into 
Ametica in upper Kanndy where we had all the Sighting with 
the Yankevs ’tuil we got a piece of-them 700 milles up the 
Vol. 55. 6 T -  Contrey 
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Contrey nigh to the falls of Naggary which you know is } of 
the 7 wonders of the world, and there my Captain was'so kind 
to give me a pass without date and I workd for a large farmer 
all winter and had plenty of vittles and a good bed fit for any 
Gentleman and the Ridgment was then lying in Barns and 
when the Men bad to get up there hare was frose to their 
leads and they could not pull the Blankets from the floore and 


i thote myself well off and this farmer bid 100 Dollars for my, 


discharge and we returned to Spithead and was 6 weeks on the 
Water which is 4 thousand 5 hundred miles and iscolld a good 
passage and wee could not get a shore after all this for we was 
orderd to french flanders and at last we have got to Paris and 
's in the Bas de bailing near to it which is a very fine place 
like a grove for a gate way, and the french is very civil funny 
icllows to us new cause they know we can defend ourselves and 
they do not seem to care for notthing but to get our Monney 
which theare is plenty way to spend and theare is shows and 
Mounty-banks every night & sundays & all & theare is uo Jus. 
tesses or Methodys to stop them and theare is allsorts of sights 
and Bartlemy fair is nothing to it and we are now agen Com. 
manded by brave Duke Wellington that always conqrs—and there 
is soldiers of all sorts here past all telling Rushons, Prushons and 
Austrions and Jarmans of all kind, and the Rushons are verry 
good naturd cretures and will do aney thing for an English. 
man aad says their prayers evry Morning aad night and will 
fight their enewis for ever for the Emperor and the Virgin 
Marey the saine as we do for king George and old England, 
and the Prushons is very quict men and smokes all day long 
and the Austrions is fine tall fellows and che foot is drest as 
handsome as our Horse QOilicers, and ail our Oilicers is very 
good Geatiemen and we think to stay in france two Years, 
and L aim very contented.—dear Mother I wish it was not so 
far or you and Bet coud come tor | have savd some Monney 
and [ Jarot a littel french in Kaunday but it is not the same 
sort that is here, give my kind love to all inquiring friends and 
pray God bless you ali from your loveing son til death—NXe.Xe.” 


RUSSIAN EMBASSY TO JAPAN, 


HE Russian officer, Captain Von Langsdorff, in the tra- 

vels recently published by him, bas giveu a very detailed 
accoustof his visit to Jap whither he was sent as ambas- 
sador irom his sovereigu, and charged to open if possible, 
a commeicial intercourse betwee: Two empires. Lue first 
uttemp! was male by the Empress Cai erm That princess 
being iutormed that aJapan merchaat, named Kodai, with 
psulue 








































sow 
upo' 
ws 
sple 
pec! 
cou 
179 
brat 
east 
Jette 
paul 
of bh 
fries 
reg 
valu 
Jap 
jaste 


pe 
api 
sha! 
you 
Was 
Nan 
that 
sine 
sulle 
wis: 
as! 











ine 









































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 89) 


swe other persons who had been wrecked some years before 
upon the Kurile islands, were living iu Siberia, she invited Kodai 
St. Petersburgh, and, after displaying all the pomp and 
splendour of her court, and shewing him every token of res- 
pect and kindness, gave hima vessel to return to his native 
country. He repaired in consequence to Ochotsk, and ia 
1792 was conveyed by Lieutenant Laxmann, son of the cele- 
brated naturalist, to Atkis, a harbour in Matmai, on the north- 
east coast of Japan. The governor-general of Siberia sent a 
letter by Laxmann to the emperor of Japan, in which, in the 
pane of his imperial mistress, he made known the motives 
of his voyage; and proposed, in order to promote a closer 
fiendship and union between the two nations, to establish a 
regular intercourse of trade. Some presents, not of very great 
taue, Were also sent in her majesty’s name to the emperor of 
Japau. After the lapse of some woniths, Laxmaan received, 
stead of an answer to the empress or the governor-geucral, a 
eper of instructions, in which it was stated, that the laws of 
a cahinh were fixed and irrevocable, and never could be 
shaken, had forbidden any foreiga vessel to come junto any bar 
our orport of that kingdom; that the only exception made 
yas ia davour of the Datch, who are permitted to trade to 
Nangasaki, but never to go into the interior of the country; 
that he, Laxinann, having violated a law of the state, oughtin 
sinetness, to be prohibited returning to his own country, and 
wiler death; but in consideration of his having fulfiled his 
wission, which was to convey some subjects of Japan en- 
usted to his care, with somuch fidelity aud kindness, he would 
be permitted to retura, The paper then proceeds: 

* As Japan bas never hitherto entered into any friendly iu 
tercourse with Russia, and consequently is iguoraot of the de- 
gree of dignity at which the Russian empire is arrived; aud 
itis impossible by means of a letter to Judge of its greater 
or jess extent, or to know what customs and usage; prevail ia 
the country; no means are therefore presented of judging how 
lar the two couatries are agrecd in their ideas with regard io 
lespect or contempt being shown by certain actions. On this 
ground, and on account of this imperfect knowledge, no an- 
wer cau be sent to the letter from Russia, except by receiving 
the people whom chance has sent thither, and on whose ac- 
count it was writien any farther intercourse with them is not 
desired. As to what concerns future ties of friendship, no 
leaty upon this subject can becarried on inthe barbour of 
Atkis; and as little can any permission be given for foreigners 
tocome to the capital city of Jeddo. Merchants of other na- 
lions, after the establishment of friendly relations, can only 
cowe to the places pointed outio them. Tor the vest, it isa 
kw to treat all ships of war, let them come to what harbour o: 
6T 2 laud- 
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landing-place they may, with the utmost strictness, not to en. 
ler into any intercourse with them, or receive any excuses they 
may offer.” : 

Asihe last point of instruction, the paper concluded with 
saying: “ You Laxmann, have leave to come to the harbour 
of Nengasaki, on producing our permission here remitted to 
you; but without producing it, you are not permitted to enter 
even there.” The permission ran nearly in the following 
terms: 

‘** fotrance to the harbour of Nangasaki is permitted to a 
ship of the greai Russian empire; but, as we have already 
declared, itis strictly forbidden to foreign vessels to land in any 
other place. We also repeat that the Christian religion can- 
not be permitted in our kingdom; and we therefore make it a 
condition, that during their stay no act of religion worship is to 
be performed ; and in case any agreement should be entered 
into in farure, that nothing sh=ll be done contrary to our laws as 
laid down in the above schedule.” 

The Rassian vessel, with the aunbassador and presents for the 
emperor, having anchored in the harbour of Nangasaki on the 
8th of October, the Japanese enforced the usual regulations: 
they surrounded the vessel with row boats, which prevented all 
communication with the shore ; they took away the guns, fire- 
arms, and gun-powder on board, which they put in deposit on- 
til her depatture. ‘The ambassador though treated with ci- 
vility, was not permited to proceed to Jaddo, and deliver his 
credentials and presents ; or to visit the Dutch shut up at De. 
sina ; ortosend any letters without their being’ inspected. He 
was perinitted to land only a few times; was denied access 16 
the temples ; and received his final audience of the governor 
of Nangasaki in the beginning of April, when the will of the 
emperor of Japan was communicated to him in the following 
dispatch, which had been sent from court, aud was supposed 
to have been dictated by the emperor himself : 

“ Jn former times, ships of all nations were allowed to come 
freely to Japan, and the Japanese were in the habit of visiting 
foreign countries with equal freedom. A hundred and fifty 
years ago, however, an emperor had strictly enjoined his suc- 
cessors never to let the Japanese quit the country, aud to per 
mit only the Chinese, the Dutch, and the inhabitants of the 
island Riukin, with the Coreans, to come to Japan. For 
many years the trade with the latter had been broken off, and 
only that with the Chinese and Dutch had been kept up. 
Since that epoch several foreign nations had, at various mes, 
endeavoured to establish an intercourse of friendship ind com 
merce with Japan; they were always, however, i pulsed, 10 
consequence of the long-established prohibition, and because 


st was hicld dangerous to form tes of friendship aaa an 
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tgown foreign power, which could not be founded on any ba- 
js of equality. Priendshipis ke a chain, which, when des- 
ined to some particular end, must consist of a determined 
waber of links.. If one member, however, be particularly 
drong, and the others proportionably weak, the letter must of 
gecessity, by use, be soon broken. The chain of friendship 
qanever, caerefore, be otherwise than disadvantageous to 
the weak members included in it. Thirteen years before a 
Russian sitep, with Lieatenant Lexmann, came tu Japan, anda 
geoud bas now arrived with an ambassador trom ihe great 
Russian emperor. ‘That the one should by received with for- 
pearance, and the oher with frendship, could be permitted, 
and the emperor of Japan would gladly do whatever was ‘in his 
power, Consistently with adhering to the laws; he could and 
yould, therefore, consider the arrival of the second Russian as 
sproot of the great friendship borne him by the emperor of 
Russia. ‘Lhis powerfal monarch bad seot bun an ainbassador 
vith anumber of costly presents. Lf tiey were accepted, the; 
emperor of Japan musi, according to the customs of the 
country, which are considered as laws, send au ambassador witiy 
preseuts of equal vulueto the emperor of Russia, But as 
there is a strict prohibition egainst either the inhabitants or 
the ships quittiug the country, and Japan is besides so poor, 
that itis impossible te return presents to any thing like an equi- 
vilent, itis wholly eut of the ewperor’s power to receive either 
iheambassedur or the presents Japan hasvo great wants,and 
las therefore little vecasion for foreign productions: her few 
eal wants, as well as those she has contracted by custom, are 
lichly supplied by the Duteh and Chisese, and luxuries are 
things she does not wish to see introduced, It would, besides, 
be very difficult to establish an extensive trade, since that 
tust,almost of necessity, o¢casion frequent intercourse. be- 
tween the common people and the foreign sators; and this is 
urictly prohibited.” 


BARBADOES. 


A Number of official communications made by the respec 
LX. tive local authorities, in the British West Indies, to ibe 
government at home, have been recently printed by order of 
the house of commons. These documents comprise a sort of 
datistical account of the islands, for some time previous to the 
year 1812, and afford matter of considerable interest to the 
moral philusopher, as well as ‘he politic ian, inasmuch as they 
necessarily relate to the condition of the Negro population, 
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The following is an extract relative to Barbadves, Sit George 
Beckwith, governor, 1812:— 

The island of Barbadoes is divided into eleven parishes, jn 
each of which is a resident rector, who draws SOO). a year 
from the colonial treasury, independent of his giebe and other 
usual emoluments. ‘The clergy of the established church are 
regularly paid, the churches in perfect repair, and divine 
service performed in a proper manner. 

The clerical establishment of this government is most res 
pectable, and the clergy, as a body, highly exemplary. The 
coliege at Codrington does honour to the memory of the foun. 
der; its funds are flourishing, notwithstanding the depression 
of West India property. 

The exertions of the gentlemen of this country, in the edu. 
cation of their children in England, is bighly honourable, and 
the numbers sent to Oxford and Cambridge, on a due conside. 
ration of the expense and the pressure of the times, greatly 
exceeds what might have been expected, 

Several of the clergy keep schools, and some of those are 
very respectable. 

The schools in Bride town, for the children of colour, are 
increasing in number. 

Siaves may be manumitted by law in the colony, but at 
cousiderable expense; they have, however, been frequently 
manumitted by the authority of the lord mayor of London, 
which although originating in humane motives, has degene- 
rated into abuse, such individuals having in many instances no 
adequate meaus of support in their old age; it must be ob 
served that these slaves were not in Engiand, nor intended, 
when mapumitted, to be waintained there; but theact was ef- 
fected in London, at the instance of their owners, to avoid 
the colonial law which requires a considerable parochial depo- 
sit, adequate to the inaintenance of the parties in sickness and 
old age. 

One act has passed since Jaly, 1810, on the subject of slaves, 
intitled “ Aa act to repeal an act, entitled an act to revive and 
continue divers acts of this island ;” which repeals au old aet, 
dated June 8th, 1681, which prohibited Quakers from carry- 
ing Negroes to their meetings, and which has been a dead let- 
terfor mauy years, there being in fact no Quakers in Barba- 
does. 

‘The doctrines of the Methodists and Moravians respecting 
the religious instruction of slaves are well known. ‘The Jews 
in the island ave all whites, 

A missionary was sent as schoolmaster by the late bishop of 
London, to Doctor Halder, a respectable planter, for the io 
struction of his slaves; but this attempt proved unsuccessful, 


the missionary having turned planter himself. 
The 
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The honourable and reverend the Society for the Propaga- 
ioof the Gospel in Foreign Parts, who are the trustees by 
ihe will of the founder to Codrington College, &c. have es- 
yblished a provision fortwo school mistresses, one on each 
plantation, for the purpose of instructing allthe young Negroes 
mreading and in the catechism of the church of England. 
fhesechildren are regularly baptised, and in compliance with the 
yish of the society, to render more effeciual this method of 
pomoting this religious improvement of theis Negroes, are ca- 
ehised weekly by one of the masters of the college ; they are 
jkewise obliged to atiend the college chapel on Sundays. 

The chapel is open on Sundays to all the grown Negroes, a 
twof whom, and those for the mos! part servants ewnployed 
sbout the college, are regular in their attendance, aad commu- 
picants. 

The Wesleyan Methodist society in this island is composed 
of 30 persons; 11 of whom are whites, 13 are free persons, 
and six are slaves. 

The Negro congregation belonging to the church of the 
United Brethren at Sharon, Barbadoes, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1813, consisted of 74 men and boys, 157 women and girls, 
of which three are free—Total 221. 

On or about the 2d day of February, 1808, the American 
brig Tartur, with a cargo of i168 slaves, was seized as prize and 
prosecuted, 84 of which slaves were condemned by the sen- 
ince of the Hon. John Alleyne Bickles, then judge of the 
vice admiralty eourt, and delivered over to the custom-house, 
the remainder restored,and given up to the claimants. 

On the 22d day of October, 1810, the Spanish brig E! Nep- 
tne, with 109 slaves, was seized and prosecuted as torfeited ; 
bot after hearing, restored by the judge, being Spanish property. 
It appears by the minutes and papers of the said registry, 
that 84 slaves have been condemned, and deiivered over to the 
proper officer of the customs since the passing the act of 47 
Geo. LILI. 

An account of the slaves, returned into the treasurer’s office, 
for the years 1809, 1810, and I81t. 





1809 - + - 69,369 

1S10 - - . 69,119 

18il - - - 69,152 
Number of white inhabitants - 15,794 
Nuinber of free coloured inhabitants 2,013 
Number of slaves (taxed) - 69,132 
Total of inhabitants in 1811 87,539 


Baptisms ia 1811. 
Whites—muales, 258—temmales, 216. 
Free persons of colour—tmaies, 8u—females, 114, 
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Progress of Population, and Value of Propert Ye 
[From Colquhoun’s Wealth and Power of the British Empire. 


HE population of Great Britain has been much aug 
mented by the improved habits and condition of the la 
bouring classes, by the comfort and cleanliness so lately iatro- 
duced into the cottages, by the institutions to prevent the pto- 
gress of contagion, by the draining of marshes, which bas in 
creased the production of food, while it has made the air 
more salubrious, and above all, by the salutary etiects of vac 
cination. 
There has been in England a progressive diminution of mors 
tality. 
In 1780), 40 ) 
i790¢ . Dis ( 
1900 ¢ ONE Person in | 4A -died annually, 
e108 5 or 09 


During the last ten years, the baptisms in England have in- 
creased nearly 25 per cent. while the increase of marriages 
exceeds 26 per cent. within the last period. In Wales, the 
baptisms have increased 30, and the marriages 35 per cent, 
The population of Great Britain dming this period hus been 
increased more than 14 per cent. upon the whole. 

The estimated value of the landed and otber public.and pri- 
vate property— 


In Gre. Britain and Ireland, - - £2,736,640,000 
Nine dependencies in Europe, = - 22,164,330 
Seven colonies and settlements in North Ame- 

ricay - - - - - 40,575,360 
Fourteen colonies and settlements in the West 

Indies, - © - - 100,014,864 
Fourteen conquered colonies in the West [n- 

dies, <- - - - - 75,220,000 
Eight settlements in Africa, - - 4,770,500 
Five settlements and colonies in Asia, = 38,721,000 


£3,009, 103,144 
The territory in India, including the lands in 
cultivation, the publie and private property 
computed at - - - 1,072,427,751 


Loe 





Making a total of the estimated value of the 
landed and public and private property of the 
British empire in all parts of the world, £ 4,08 1,530,395 


G Method 







































Me 


nips 
for 

whe 

tobe 
jn | 
shot 
pres 
wan 
whi 


par 
der 
wo! 








yj. 
pire,j 


alge 
he la. 
jatro. 
pros 
1S ite 
e air 
Vac. 


ore 


° ins 
ALES 
, the 
ent, 
CCN 


pri. 


000 


fe 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 89? 
Method of preserving Turnips as Fcod for Cattle in Winter. 


Farmer in the South-Hams, Devon, last season made 
trial of the foilowing singular method of preserving tur- 
nips, afier removing them froin the field at the proper period 
for sowing wheat; and it answered extremely well. He had 
the largest of them drawn, without injuring their leaves in Oc- 
wber, and placed close to each other in the grass of an orchard, 
jo the same position in which they grew. Their tap roote 
shot out fibrous roots into the long grass in a short time, and 
preserved them in the state of vegetation perfectly good “till 
yanted. The ft .rmer thought the turnips even increzsed some- 
ghat in size, while placed in this manner. 

The above method, we presume, is quite new, and may be 
particularly useful at the preseat period, when turnips are un- 
derstood to be very scarce in many places ; at any rate, it is 
yorth while to try the experiment. 





Change of Temperature. 
[From Parke’s Chemical Essays.] 


OT only animals and vegetables but mineral bodies also 

are affected by the changes of atuwmospheric veinperature. 
Metals are well known toexpand orcootract by such alteration; 
and in the 75th volume of the Philosophical Transactions, Ge- 
neral Roy has shown that the expansion of the steel pendalum 
of aciuck is such, that every four degrees of the thermometer 
will cause a variation of a second per day in the going of the 
clock. Brass wire willbe absolutely altered in its nature merely 
by being suspended in a damp atmosphere. Madame Roland 
describes a very singular kind of harp which she says she saw 
in the garden of Mr. Haz, lettes-press founder at Basle, in 
Switzerland, which must have been made on this priucipe of 
expansion. “ It is cow posed,” she says, “ of tourteen wires 
closely disposed, fastened at one end io a pavilion, and ai the 
other end to a wall at the extremity of the garden, aud at the 
distance of about 500 feet. Tue variations of the senpcia- 
ture of the atmosphere exciie the vibrations of these wires, and 
make them sound ina singular manver, In settled weather, 
constantly fair or constantly rainy, the instrument is -ient. 
any change is to happen, it any distaat stoimis rising of which 
no appearance is yet perceived, if contrary winds are ready to 
contend for empire,—the aerial music begins, and thus an- 
nounces the revolutions of its elewent sometimes twenty-four 
hours beforehand, 


Vol. 55. 6U Answer, 
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Answer, by a Young Lad of Falmouth, to the Charade by N’importe qui, in. 
ser'ed August 14; tobis Rebus, inserted August 28; and to bis Rel 
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US, in. 


sersed September t1. 


HE charade from Bridgewater mo matter who* pen’d, 
A moral reply let un jeune garcon send. 

Would any in age be unharrass'd by want? 
In youth fet him industry learn of the aang. 
At WANTAGE,S no doubt, there are those who detest 
The game of backgainmon, and billiards, and CHESS,+ 
Hate heathenish tales "bout the gods and their strumpets, 
Whose brawls and amours made in heav’n such a rumpus; 
Are quite unacquainted with Pan or Apollo, 
And ali the strange demons in order that follow; 
Tales that palagoues, setti»g alisha'ne at defian ce, 
Instil into youth, and denominate science ; 
But learn fom pure sources which truth can supply, 
‘lo ’scape PAN DEMONIUM,f and soar to the sky. 


* N’importe qui. § First charade. + First rebus. f Second rebus, 


_~ 


WANTAGE has also been answered by Serjeant Postlethwai e, of 


the royal marines; Avontonious; J. Tucker, of Cornworthy school; Betse 
Froude, and Mary Froude, of Avcton Gifford; Philagath us,of Dartington 
and Joseph Petvin, of Street. p 
CHESS has been answered by J. Tucker, of Cornworthy school; and 
J. Bond, of Heathstock 
P. B. Warren, of Honiton, has answered PANDEMONIU, 





~~ 


ANAGRAM, by F. Bollock, at Melbury Osmond School. 


EFUSAL, if transpos’d aright, 
A scripture name ’twil! bring to sight. 





REBUS, by F. T. of Tilshead, Wilts. 


M* first, ye bards, and youths of fame, 
A figure will explain; 
What’s us’d in building, if you name, 
My whole you then will gain. 
If you these parts, kind Sirs, cement, 
You’) bring to view a townin Keat. 











CHARADE, by 3. Crofts, of Yeouil. 


Y first is often on a river seen; 

And of great use unto us all has been; 
*Tis also seen in fields, on hills and plains, 
With arms expanded for its owners’ gains, 
My second well is known; the feather’d tribe 
In its dark bosom oft uself doth hide. 
Name next a female who, in foriner days, 
A youth allur’d by her enticing ways, 
Murder! that worst of crimes to perpetrate, 
rhis syren's thirst for gold to satiate, 
W hose wiles are oft in tragic scenes display’d, 
That other youths such errors may evade ; 
Her name alone’s the subject of my verse, 
Find that, aad you pa ail my parts rehcarse. 


POETRY. 
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FROM WALTER SCOTT’S FORTHCOMING POEM OF THE 
FIELD OF WATERLOO. 
“ N; onl”? was still his stern exclaim; 
** Confront the battery’s jaws of flame! 
Rusk on the levell’d gun! 
My steel: clad cuirassiers advance! 


IS. Each Hulan forward with his lance, 
My guard—my chosen—charge for France, 
» Of France and Napoleon!” 
tsey Loud answer’d theif acclaiming shout, 
ton, Greetiog the mandate which sent out 
Their bravest, and their best, to dare 
and The fate their leader shunn’d to share 


But #8, his country’s sword and shield, 

Still in the battle front reveal’d 

teas Where da ngef fiercest swept the field, 
Came like a beam of light, 

In action ptompt, in sentence brief— 

* Soldiers, stand firm,” exclaim’d the chief, 
** England shall tell the fight !’’ 





THE MONARCH MINSTREL.—A SONNET. 


BY LORD BYRON. 


6 hy harp, the monarch minstrel swept, 
‘The king of men, the !uv’d of Heaven— 
Which music ha!'low’d while she wept 
O’er tones her heart of hearts had given— 
Redoubled be her tears—its chords are riven! 


It soften’d men of iron mould, ° 
It yave them virtues not their own; 

No ear so dull—no soul so cold 
That felt not—fir’d not to the tone, ‘ 
Vill David's lyre grew mightier than his throne. 


It told the triumphs of our king— 
It wafted glory to our God— 

It made our gladden’d vallies ring— 
The cedars bow—the mountains nod— . 
Its sounds aspir’d to Heaven, and there abode. 


Since then—tho’ heard on earth no more— 
Devotion, and her daughter love 

Still bid the bursting spirit soar 
To sounds that seem as from above, 
In dreams that day’s broad light cannot remove, 


THE 
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THE SABBATH EVENING. 


LFrom Mr. Wordsworth’s White Doe of Rylstone.} 





a again the people rear 


A voice of praise, with awful chear! 


It is the last, the parting song, 
And from the templefarth they throng— 
Andquickly spread themselvesabroad— 
While each pursues his several road. 
But some, a variegated band 
Of middle-ag’d, and old and young, 
And little children by the hand 
Upon their leading mothers hung, 
Turn, with obeisance gladly paid, 
Towards the spot, where full in view 
The lovely doe of whitest hue 
Her Sabbath couch has made. 


It was a solitary mound 
Which two spears’ length of level ground 
Did from all other graves divide ; 

As if in some respect of pride, 

Or melancholy’s sickly mood, 

Still shy of human neighbourhood ; 
Or guilt that humbly would express 
A penitential loneliness. 

** Look, there she is, my.child! draw near, 
She fears not, wherefore should we fear? 
She means no harm’’—but still the boy 
To whom the words were softly said, 
Hung back, and smil’d, and blush’d for joy ; 
A shame-fac’d biush of glowing red! 
Again the mother whisper’d low, 

**¢ Now you have seen the famous doe; 

From Ry istone she hath found her way 

Over the hilis this Sabbath-day ; 

Her work, whate’er it be, is done ; 

And she will depart when we are gone; 
Thus doth she keep, from year to year, 
Her Sabbath-morning, foul or fair.” 













#6 Will nobody relieve me? 





SONNET.—THE STARVING SAILOR BOY 


Then I shall starve to death.”* 


HUTHER poor wretch! why starts that silent tear? 


Why, with averted face, and downcast eye, 


Dost clasp thy hands, and breathe the heart-sprung sigh? 


Why on thy woe-worn features sits despair? 
Say, can a pitying stranger give relief? 
Can sorrow’s child one ray of peace impart? 
Can one who long has felt the shafts of grief 
Speak comfort to thy sinking, suffering heart! 
Oh, yes! ’ts mine to warm thy shiv'ring breast, 
? J is mine to dry from either check the tear; 
To bid thy agitated busom rest, 
And banish from thy heart corroding eare. 
Oh, come then, hapless boy! thou shalt not die, 
If this poor mite can means of life supply. 


Ghipping-Norton, September 25, 1815. 


* An ejaculation expressed in the author’s heariog, 


ELIZA. 
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